In what follows each subset is separately documented.
As units of observation we consider U.S. municipalities. The term municipality refers to cities, towns, townships, villages, and boroughs. This definition coincides with the one provided by the International City/County Management Association (ICMA), publisher of the Municipal Year Book since 1914, which we employ as main source of municipal government data. Our aim was collecting as much information as possible regarding demographic and economic characteristics of the sample of cities for which Municipal data was available in the sources detailed below.
Municipalities encompass Census Bureau entities such as consolidated cities, incorporated places, and minor civil divisions. The different legal entities included in our sample perform functions of local government and administration through locally elected and appointed officials. According to the U.S. Bureau of Census, "Places, for the reporting of decennial Census data, include Census designated places, consolidated cities and incorporated places. Each place is assigned a four-digit census code that is unique within State. Each place is also Data for the main analysis were collected for the following years : 1930, 1940, 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000 . We refer to these time periods 3 as "sample decades". Validation samples cover the remaining States in the U.S.
for the period 1980-2000 again sampled on 10 years intervals.
As a general rule, if either population or municipal government data was missing for any of these years, data was collected from the year closest in time to the year considered (further detail below) and attributed to the relevant sample decade.
Merging procedure
Once collected, population and municipal government data were merged employing unique geographic identifiers. We were not able to correct for two main data codification issues. First, municipalities changing names were not matched across time. Second, no corrections were attempted for changes of geographical boundaries for Census units (places and MCD's). This was mostly a result of the lack of reliable time-series information in the original data sources. Only the 1990 and 2000 Geolytics Census data allowed for a correction with regard to geographical boundaries of places and MCD's.
Population data
Data was entered from hard copies for the years 1930, 1940, 1950, 1960 States in South Region. Color, Nativity, and Sex: 1930 , 1920 , and 1910 Variables: Total Population, Number White, Number Negro, Number Other 6 Races. States in South Region, includes all cities with population of 2500 or more. States in South Region, includes all cities with a population of 2500 or more. States in South Region, includes all cities with a population of 2500 or more.
This was used for the income variable. 
Municipal Government data
The International City/County Management Association (ICMA) has been active in data collection on characteristics of local government for U.S. Municipalities since 1914. ICMA is an association of city managers, administrators, and city clerks finalized to the provision of "technical and management assistance, 
